NEW MILITARY ACADEMY BRINGS HOLLYWOOD TO ATTENTION

Educational program geared towards structure, self-discipline, and success.

By Brenda Silva

While many students are busy enjoying summer activities
and dreading the new school year, other students

are planning for a year filled with daily uniforms, physical
drills, and challenging coursework intended to offer keys to

a successful future. At the new Hollywood Hills High School
Military Academy, students chosen for enrollment in the

new magnet program will adhere to a curriculum designed

to “create responsible adults who will be successful in their
post-secondary educational choices.”

The idea for the new Military Academy began with Robert
Runcie, the Superintendent of Broward County Public
Schools (BCPS), and provides an opportunity to partner
with the city of Hollywood to offer parents and students
something more than a JROTC program. In comparison
with existing JROTC programs, in which the students only
wear a uniform one day a week, the academy cadets will wear
uniforms all day, every day, and attend classes separately
from new and returning Hollywood Hills High School
students. This is intended to maintain a continued sense of
discipline among the cadets, who will only have classes with
other cadets, and also have a separate lunch period from
other students. The program will be housed in an existing
building on the high school campus, which presents no cause
for concern as all cadets will have limited interaction with
other students.

Runcie said, “In Broward County, we have the second
highest JROTC program in the country, with over 6,500
cadets in our schools. JROTC exists in every high school in
the county, but the new military academy will only exist in
Hollywood. As a new program, we’ll monitor its progress as it
continues to attract students and their parents.”

The new school year begins August 20; however, incoming
military academy students are required to show up one
week earlier for orientation. The first-year student body is
limited to 400 students, with a range of criteria necessary for
admission into the program. During the application process,
the grades of a prospective student are reviewed, as well as
their extracurricular activities. In addition, the student and
his or her parents are interviewed as an additional factor
for admission. For students who may have had academic
blemishes on their record, the interview process allows for
questions, answers, and explanations that serve to provide
additional insight into the student’s potential for success,
rather than relying only on recent FCAT scores and current
transcripts.

Once a student is admitted to the military program, the
academic expectations are understandably higher for cadets
than for students not enrolled in the program; however,
the curriculum offers diverse subjects intended to both

challenge the cadets while holding their interest in the classes.

Questionnaires completed by students helped develop the
initial class offerings, and among the languages offered to

Curriculum Supervisor Colonel Jim Armstrong adds to Supt. Runcie’s
comments (Photo courtesy of Broward County Public Schools).

cadets during their first year will be Arabic and Mandarin,
with Hebrew, French, and Spanish offered in later years.

When considering the potential for success with the new
program and its cadets, Colonel Jim Armstrong, Curriculum
Supervisor of Broward County Schools, said, “The new
program is a high-level military academy modeled after
the existing structure of the military, with highest ranking
students receiving promotions among the ranks, who will
then serve as leaders to the other cadets. These high ranking
cadets will exhibit the self-discipline and attitude toward their
teachers that we want to instill in all cadets.”

Col. Armstrong said, “The success of our first year will
dictate the program’s future. It’s our intention to have new
incoming freshman and continuing sophomores next year,
which will allow for the chain of command to continue, along
with presenting new leadership possibilities among the
students. Ultimately, we’re looking forward to the continued
success of the academy, and our first graduating class in
2016.”

In years past, military school was thought of as a threat
to problematic teens, but that is not the case with the new
program. Superintendent Runcie quickly addressed the
stereotype. “Our military program won’t be viewed in a
negative light because it focuses on building up a student’s
self-discipline, not disciplining problem children.”

Based on students who have applied for enrollment into
the military program, problem students have not been a
consideration, as students who desire to attend the academy
have presented with admirable, high-level qualifications.

In fact, many of the students seeking admission already are
interested in the discipline and structure the school offers,
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finding the credentials required to attend equal to the
attraction to the school. Making the program even more
attractive to parents are the non-existent costs and fees
necessary to attend, with the U.S. Army contributing funds
for uniforms and curriculum needs, and free transportation
provided to students who live south of Sunrise Boulevard.
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A win-win scenario

Along with the benefits to the incoming cadets, the
military program also offers additional benefits to the city
of Hollywood. Colonel Armstrong said, “By offering this
program in Hollywood, it enhances the image of the city
and makes it more appealing for families who want to raise
their kids within a great school system. It also makes doing
business in Hollywood more attractive to current business
owners, as well as businesses looking for a city where they
can relocate and be successful. We really feel this program is  Superintendent Robert Runcie announces the opening of the new military
a win-win—both for the students and their families, as well as  academy (Photo courtesy of Broward County Public Schools).
for the city.”

Looking toward the future, Runcie said, “We look forward
to many successful years with this new program, and hope to
be an example for other cities with the number of graduates
the program produces. The success of our students is what
we're all striving for, and we know the students admitted into
this program won’t accept anything less.”

Superintendent Runcie pointed out that the ultimate goal
of the military program isn’t about turning its cadets into
soldiers, but rather, the program is designed to help educate
and develop high school kids into mature adults who will
make the most of post-secondary opportunities available to
them, and become successful in their endeavors.
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JROTC students from Broward County (Photo courtesy of Broward County Public Schools).
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