“¥ 1’I:nesses oﬁen remember events maccm'ately after the fact and nore
| :f.in. curately after long periods of time have passed. So are they « corr m n"-" ;
rjury when they report these inaccuracies on the stand in court? No. Be-

cause they are not mtentlonally lying, nor are they attempting to defraud

t:ourt in most cases,” said Andrew B. Metcalf, Partner at Green & Metca
F‘V’ero Beach, Florida.
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ederal law defines two types of perjury — one that involves statements made.~

- under oath and another that involves unsworn statements. Both have many

f and require certain proof to be considered before the offender can be n
prosecuted for committing the crime knowingly.

’

hen someone makes a false statement about a very minor detail it’s not as

important as when someone makes a false statement that could have a major
K effect on the outcome of a court proceeding. That’s the most important part
of peljury when it has an impact on a legal outcome — and those instances
'__, _’,_ > the ones we have to be aware of at all times,” Metcalf said
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‘e rew B. Metcalf is a partner of Green & Metcalf, P.A. He has over 20 3

of experience in the practice field of criminal defense. Metcalf is the - $
edlate Past Pre51dent of the Florida Assoclatlon of Cnmmal Defense '

.'~..|

5 » -U
. . A G :
.-ff‘}m : ok 5:}« x.
..'.A ,'.", 4 v '.'




« Tt en parents of a special needs child get divorced and will no
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 raising the child in the same household, part of the court’s decision 1

g lude from who the child will receive financial support. The court w1]1 50
e take into consideration the limits of the child’s disabilities, as well as any,
; ~ existing income benefits the child is already receiving,” said Norman A.

!

Eireen, Senior Partner at Green, Metcalf and Lazan P.A. of Vero Beach, FL f ',‘.\

.;. In a typical child support scenario, a parent’s court-ordered financial respon- ”
S bnhty ends when the child turns 18. However, in a divorce where a special
needs child is involved, the court may dictate that a parent’s support obliga-
t on last beyond the age of 18, well after the child becomes an adult chrono-
'x 0g ca.lly In these cases, an amicable parenting agreement is so important to
‘have to ensure both parents maintain the care of the special needs child,
hxle also continuing to be a presence in their lives.

-* ®
.

‘} C purt-ordered child support is an important consideration in any divorce,
~ and may be even more important in the lives of special needs children — re-
ga dless of the extent of their mental or physical disability. It not only helps
ce the financial anxiety of the parents, but it also allows the child’s nec-
;,’ ry care to continue in the future,” Green said.

;-,» ma : n A. Green is the founder and a partner of Green, Metcalf and
. He has over 40 years of experience in the practice field of famﬂy

: cpﬂd custody, chlld support patermty, modlﬁcatlons of exist]
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/ between two pe ople £
the marriage. Howev ‘z'i s |
often of very little consolation to the person foré ed
che krevery month to their ex spouse.
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“Spousal support is a very touchy subject for all parties involved in a ¢ v?a

‘—« because both people want to get it from the other, but neither want to be

gally forced to give it to the other person,” said Norman Green, Senior P
tGreen & Metcalf of Vero Beach, FL.

.‘K
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bands provided for the couple (and any children) throughout the marriage.

ince these wives did not typically work, regular spousal support was seen as
‘way for them to continue their lifestyle after divorce, as they reestablished
th 2lves in society. However, with today’s couples, it’s common that they

i 5- the past, spousal support was regarded as payments to ex-wives whose hus?-

+
'y n

both work which can lead to a situation where a hi

‘ -

gher-earning wife is re-
ed to make payments to her lower-earning husband instead or a similar
ins tance with same-sex partners.

y factors determine if spousal support is warranted in a divorce, and if
\how much will be paid and for how long. Because the court has such dis-

_(;én ion, we try to do as much as we can so our clients are as informed as they
.. be about all possible outcomes,” Green said.
.:-." ‘f)
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m an A Green 1s the founder and a partner of Green & Metcalf, P.A. He

s oves 40 years of experience in the practice fields of criminal defense a
mi] _ .,(d:lvorce child custody, child support, paternity, modlﬁcatw
sting orders, prer uptlal agreements and ahmony cases). .
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1ing in a dissolution of mamage. Things like retirement savmgs home o ner-

vy w, 1p and taxes all need to be discussed with an experienced divorce attor lt'vg-f

~ ,_,so each spouse can be prepared,” said Norman A. Green, Senior Partner at '
reen, Metcalf and Lazan P.A. of Vero Beach, FL. k

o ¢
- I

; he first suggested step for clients to be as prepared as possible is to create a ~,
S5
list of their expenses — both necessary and discretionary — so they can dec1de
w to afford what they need and adjust to not having what they don’t need.
T n s exercise can force clients to face their current and future finances, and
epare for the years to come.

j:;)ouses who divorce when they are older and after many years of marriage

will need to consider spousal support/alimony, social security benefits and

) o
J

any other considerations that can sometimes find older couples staying to-
e tﬁer. For these couples, remaining married is financially preferable to the
economics of divorce at their ages,” Green said.

"
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N ’u ar ‘A. Green is the founder and a partner of Green, Metcalf and Lazan
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ﬂate and subsequent trial. If they are convicted of a misdemeanor, they* u )
' emain in the same facility for a short-term sentence. If they are convicted of
il more serious charge, such as a felony, then they will be processed from ne
@ .mm the prison system usually a longer sentence,” said Andrew B. Metealﬁ
Partner at Green & Metcalf of Vero Beach, Florida.

5 gcause both types of incarceration facilities are intended for different uses —
1.e. short-term versus long-term residents — they are built and designed with
this in mind. For jails, general population rooms with bunk beds can suffice
o1 the transient population that comes through its doors while in prisons, the
J{ cility and furniture are designed with long-term residents in mind. This same

'. 1ght extends to meal areas, exercise areas and classes for long-term study.
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he 1rony of the criminal justice system is that in order to get better accom-
. ons you have to commit a more serious crime. Unfortunately, this 1s

) 'A ¢pe ience in the practice field of criminal defense. Metcalf 1s the Imm
aét President of the Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers a r'

st re sident of both the Indian River Bar Association and the Indian F v

soc1atior of Cnmmal Defense Lawyers. He has earned a Preemment_ :1
':»'-.< Jmth Martmdale Hubbell and has a perfect 10. 0 v t f"i“
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